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Carriers/Service Providers 
 

Install Cellular Towers 
Operate the Cellular  

Network 

Make Services 
(Internet) available for  

Mobile Subscribers 

Handling Billing , 
Support and Sales  

Responsibilities 
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Network : GSM : AT&T and T-Mobile 

 
 

 

 GSM Standard - Global System for Mobile 

Communication                       
 Service: Voice calling, text, messaging, data service similar to CDMA 

 

 Feature: One of the key features of GSM is the Subscriber Identity Module, 
commonly known as a SIM card.  

 The SIM is a detachable smart card containing the user's subscription 
information and phone book. This allows the user to retain his or her 
information after switching handsets.  

 SIM card that identify the user on the network and could be used as a 
storage.  

 SIM cards allowed users switch phones by simply moving their SIM’s between 
the phones. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subscriber_Identity_Module
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smart_card
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smart_card


 
Network : CDMA : Sprint, Verizon and US Cellular 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

 

CDMA Standard - Code Division Multiple Access 

               

Service:   Voice calling, text, messaging, data transmission  

 

Features: Five times up of GSM capacity. More secure –used by military.  

QUALCOMM designs the chips for the CDMA air interface. 

 

CDMA phones cannot roam internationally as extensively as GSM phones nor can they 
transmit voice and data at the same time like GSM handsets. 

 

CDMA phones are locked to a carrier. It’s usually cheaper to buy unlocked GSM 
phones than on-contract CDMA phones. 
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http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/save-money-by-switching-to-an-mvno-4-requirements-you-must-know/
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/save-money-by-switching-to-an-mvno-4-requirements-you-must-know/


 
Network : CDMA vs GSM :What’s a difference ?  

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

Click here to watch a Video 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9UZhsmmC7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9UZhsmmC7g

